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Introduction
Throughout my time in the BSIS program at the University of South Florida, I have taken a variety of courses that at sometimes I wasn’t sure would be useful. Since my concentration is in Web Development Technologies, the courses that were most important to me were the ones that gave me hands-on experience with coding, web design, programming, and building projects. These classes were the ones that made me feel more prepared for a future career in technology because they allowed me to practice real skills instead of only reading about them. In addition to the courses themselves, there were also assignments and projects that had a major impact on my learning and helped me better understand the kind of work I may want to do after graduation.
Important Courses
Some of the most important courses I completed in the BSIS program included:
1. LIS 3361 WWW Page Design and Management
1. LIS 4365 Web Design Technologies
1. LIS 3352 Interaction Design
1. COP 2030 Programming Concepts
1. COP 2250 Object-Oriented Programming
1. LIS 3783 Information Architecture
1. LIS 4482 Networks and Communication
1. CIS 3360 Principles of Information Security
The courses that helped me the most were WWW Page Design and Management, Web Design Technologies, Interaction Design, Programming Concepts, and Object-Oriented Programming. These classes were the most useful because they were hands-on and focused on skills that I can directly apply in a future job.
WWW Page Design and Management was one of the most important classes because it taught me the basics of creating and managing websites using HTML and CSS. These were my first experiences with website design, and changed my entire perspective on it. This course gave me more confidence in building webpages and helped me understand how websites are organized. Web Design Technologies built on those skills and allowed me to work with more advanced website features and projects. I feel like these classes were some of the most valuable because I want to work in a field related to web development.
Interaction Design was another important course because it taught me how users interact with websites and digital systems. It made me think more about the user experience and why a website should not only work correctly but also be easy to use. Programming Concepts and Object-Oriented Programming were also very useful because they furthered my knowledge in coding. These classes helped me understand how programs work, how to solve technical problems, and how to write code in a more organized way.
Overall, I found that the hands-on classes were the most helpful for me. They gave me the opportunity to build things, work with code, and solve problems. I think these courses will be useful in my future career because they gave me experience with skills that are commonly used in web development and other technology-related jobs.
Important Assignments and Projects
Several assignments had a strong impact on my learning throughout the BSIS program. The three assignments that were most important to me were my portfolio website, the Stick N Bones website project, and my information literacy paper.
My portfolio website was one of the most important assignments because it taught me how to organize information and create a more professional-looking website. One of the hardest parts of the project was getting the layout and CSS to work correctly, especially when I wanted pages, images, and buttons to line up the way I wanted. Even though it was challenging at times, it helped me improve my web design skills and gave me experience creating a website that could be useful in the future for internships or jobs.
The Stick N Bones website project was especially meaningful to me because it combined web design with hockey, which is something I care about personally. For this project, I worked on planning pages for team information, schedules, rosters, contact information, and community involvement. This project helped me see how web development can be used for a real organization. It also showed me how important it is to design a website around the needs of a specific audience.
The information literacy paper was important in a different way because it focused more on research and communication skills. Through that assignment, I learned that many people know how to use technology but may not always know how to tell if information is accurate or trustworthy. I think information literacy is important because it affects both everyday life and future jobs. Being able to find reliable information and avoid misinformation is a skill that can help in almost any career.
Conclusion
Overall, the BSIS program has helped me build skills that I believe will be valuable in my future career. The classes that helped me the most were the ones that were hands-on and allowed me to work directly with websites, programming, and design. The assignments that had the biggest impact on me were the ones that connected technical skills with real-world situations and personal interests. As I finish the program, I feel more confident in my ability to work with technology and continue building my skills in web development and information systems.

